™
]
Q
Q
Bl
S
(s
=
(=]
2
=
(o]
2
Q

My name is Cougar Sanchez, and yes
that is my birth given name! | always
knew hunting would be part of my life,
but | never would have imagined it
would come this far. | started hunting
with my dad from a very young age.
He used to pull me out of school all
the time to go fly his falcons to hunt grouse. He would tell the school
office the early out reason was “Fun”.

I really got into big game hunting when we moved to Pierre, South
Dakota. It was just before my 12th birthday when | got my first bow and
from there on | couldn’t wait to hunt mule deer. | remember practicing
all the time to get ready for deer season. | was fortunate enough to
arrow my very first mulie that year at 40 yards with my dad by my side.
The rest of my family was also on the hill above watching the whole
thing. That was the day that | knew hunting would be more than just a
hobby to me. | was all In.

| went to college for a brief time but decided that was not the path |
wanted to take. In 2015 | got in touch with Dax at Wagonhound Outfitters
and we talked about me tagging along that fall to learn country and help
where | could. The plan was to
head out in mid-August. About 3
days after our conversation Dax
called back to ask if | would like
to come out and help cowboy
a little bit. He thought that also
would help me learn a little
more about the ranch before
hunting season. | accepted the
offer, packed all my stuff up, and
headed west the next day.
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I jumped headfirst into the ranch-hand position to try and learn
everything | could as fast as | could. It was a good fit for me. | even
ended up meeting my future wife Heather who was working in the
horse division at the ranch. That first fall was nothing short of amazing.
| tagged along with Dax for the first full elk season learning everything
about elk hunting that | could take in. Dax was an awesome teacher.
| can’t thank him and all the other guides on our team enough for
helping me get to this point in my career. My second season in 2016 is
when Dax started turning me loose with my own clients. | still tagged
along with Dax for the archery season to make sure | was 100% ready
to take bow hunters the following year. The first client | took was a guy
from Missouri and we hunted hard. We ended up finding a really nice
bull and he was able to make a clean kill. From there the rest is history.

| have been guiding full-time for Wagonhound Outfitters for 10
years and | wouldn’t have it any other way. Outside of guiding, my wife
Heather and | manage the horse breeding program at the ranch. We
stay busy year-round chasing horses and our two daughters Maggie
and Kacey around. My favorite time of year is still hunting season. This
year will be my 11th year of guiding, and | have been fortunate enough
to be a part of many amazing hunts.

Wagonhound Ranch is truly
home for me and my family,
and | just want to thank Dax for
nominating me for Guide of the
Year! It’s been a pleasure to be a
part of WYOGA and meeting all
the great people involved. | am
truly blessed and honored that |
was selected for
this award!
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